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Bar association bringing headquarters to historic Newark building

BY WHLLIAM KLEIRKNECHT
STARLEDGER STAFF

Seven years ago, the Essex
County Bar Association was so fed
up with conditions at the old
county courthouse, a place where
vermin and stray cats infested the
basement, that it filed a lawsuit
against the county.

Yesterday, the association an-
nounced it was moving its head-

quarters into the very same base-
ment, albeil one that has been ex-
tensively renovated.

In an effort fo gain easier access
to the public and the courts, the
har association will move out of its
Livingston offices and set up shop
in the basemeni of the historic
county courthouse in Newark,

Bssex County Executive Joseph
RiVincenzo announced the move in
a moming press conference with

leaders of the bar association, who
said they will move into the new of-
fice in coming weeks

DiVincenzo nofed the irony that
the bar association had sued the
county several years ago, but he
said the two parties are now work-
ing together fo better serve the
public in the courts.

In part because of the lawsuif,
the $0-year-old courthouse, which
is nationally renowned for its archi-

tecture, was rencvated at a cost of

$49 million and reopened on Dec
29, 2004. It now houses most of the
coungy’s civil eourts.

“A priority of my administration
is providing the best possible cus-
tomer service to people who come
to the Hal of Records or court-
house to conduet business,” DiVin-
cenzo said. “This is an opporfimity
to turn an underutilized space in
our courthouse into an area that
serves the people.”
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Marc Gross, president of the
bar associztion, said all of the
group's functions will be moved
into the three-room office, with its
cream-eolored walls, arched door-
ways and stained-oalk trim. He said
the public will have greater access
to the har's lawyer referral service.

"For too jong, we have been
traveling without a home,” Gross
said “Our offices will now be here
where the judges are, where the
courtrooms are.”




